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T is but fair to own, that my Lord Shafteſ* 
bury, in a very explicite Manner, acknow- 
les the Uſefulneſs of the Doctrine of fu- 
ture Rewards and Puniſhments, mn particular 
Caſes and to particular Men; and indeed, in 
general to all Men he allows a Proſpect of 
Reward, provided the Reward hoped-for in- 
cludes no more in it, than the Love and De- 
fre of virtuous Enjoyment, or of the Practice and 
Exerciſe of Virtue in another Life x. Which is 
in Effect ſaying, That whatever is looked for 
as poſitive in this Matter (and ſomething of 
this Kind the New Teſtament warrants us to 
expect) ought never to be applied, but in deſ- 
perate Caſes, ſuch as his Lordſhip puts in the 
Pages referred to below. And even here he 
expreſſes ſome Fear, leſt the Principle of Self- 
love ſhould become too ſtrong by the Exer- 
ciſe of the Paſſions in a Subject of ſuch extended 
Self-Intereft; © For if the Habit (ſays he) be 
<« ſuch as to occaſion, in every Particular, a 


* Vol, II. p. 60, & ſeq. 
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&« ſtricter 


Ty 
2 . Qrikter . Self. good, and private 
< Intereſt; it muſt inſenſibly Gminih the 
« Affections towards publick Good, or the 
4 Intereſt of Society ; and introduce a cer- 
« tain Narrownels of Spirit, which (as ſome 
< pretend). is peculiarly obſervable in the de- 
ec vout Perſons and Zealots of almoſt every 
: « religious Perſuaſion.” * If the Doctrine of 
a future Retribution be ſuch a dangerous Me- 
dieine, it ought, ſurely never to be applied, 
but in very deſperate Caſes inderd. It will be 
worth While to conſider this Matter à little. 
Hi Lordihip himſelf founds the Obligation. 
to Virtue upon its being: the Source of Mens 
trueſt Happineſs: And in proving this (which 
he does at ſome. Length in his o] matterly 
Way) he takes into the Account every Plea- 
ſure and every Joy, which human Nature is 
capable of; and demonſtrates, that to taſte 
them in the higheſt Reliſh, a Man muſt be 
compleatly virtuous +. Here his Lordſhip 
plainly founds the Obligation to Virtue upon 
Self-lrve ; concluding, the. whole in thete 
Words, And thus Virtue. is the Good, and 
e Vice the Ill of every one.” Where then, 
in the Name of Goodneſs; is the Danger of 
rendering that Principle too ſtrong, upon 
Vol, II. p. 58. f Ib. p. 77. & ſeq. 


wh ich 
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my) 


which our Obligation to Virtue is founded 


2 another Occaſion his Lordſhip could 
fay , It is the height of Wiſdom, no doubt, 
to be rightly ſelfiſn.“ And ſo ſay we;--s 


the only Difference is, that his Lordſhip con- 
fines 15 Proſpect to the Happineſs and Mi- 
ferry refulting from right and wrong Behavi- 
our, from the Conſtitution of Things in this 


preſent World; and we, as directed and in- 


formed by the Goſpel, ſtill look farther, car- 


rying our Views beyond this Scene of Things 


to a future World; where the ſame right Be- 
haviour, which is the Source of Happineſs 


here, will be 


ed with an everlaſting 


Happineſs bereafter ; and where the” ſame 


wrong Behaviour, which is the Source of Mi- 


feryhere, wy be Corned Aer to er FX 


eternal. 
The whole Matter PRO turn upon the 


Diſtinction, between Se/fi/Þneſ+ and Self- love. 
Selfifhneſs, we own, is a very bad Character; 
it ſeems hardly conſiſtent with any Degree of 


Virtue. His Lordſhip has well defined it 4, 
A more than ordinary Self- Concernment, 


© which is inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of ; 


the Species or Publick.” This is a Vice, 


and an odious one too, which 3 from 


1 J. P. 121. 1 vo. H. p. 23. 
Self 
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(iv) 1 
Self-love * il informed and ill-directed. But 
ſurely it may be better informed and directed; 


elſe why has his Lordſhip taken ſo much Pains, 


in the Second Book of his Inquiry,; to anato- 
mize the human Heart and Mind, and to 
ſhew; that the greateſt Happineis poſſible 


here, in this World, ariſes from a, due Order 


and Ballance between the private and publick 
Affections; each Claſs, without interfering g. 
purſuing reſpectively the Intereſt of the Indi- 
vidual, and the Intereſt of the Species or Pub- 


lick? If Se love would only hearken to this 


good Leſſon, it would ſoon learn to purſue 
far other Meaſures, than ſuch as are ſelſib. 


| Alt would beget a juſt. and regular Self- 
Cuncernment, not only perfectly conſiſtent with, 


but conducive to, the Intereſt of the Species 


or Publick. And much more ſo, ſay we, if 
it would hearken to the revealed Word of the 


great Maker of the human Mind and Heart, 
which ſolemnly aſſures the World, that the 


fame right Behaviour, which conſtitutes Mens 


greateſt Happineſs here, will hereafter be re- 
warded with an eternal Happineſs in Heaven. 
Now, where is the Contrariety between the 
Moraliſts teaching, and the preaching of Di- 
vines None that I can ſee: The only Dif- 


ference is, thay bys Lordſhip, rather; chuſes to 
LMS: ſtop 


* 


(+) 
ſtop ſhort, and to leave the better Part of 
Virthe s Dower untold : I ſhould rather ſay, 
chuſes to keep it out of Sight, in order to en- 
hance the Merit of Virtue. But if this en- 
hances the Merit of Virtue, ſurely it would 
have enhanced it ſtill farther, if his Lordſhip 
had been at leſs Pains to point out the Hap- 
pineſs reſulting from it, from the Conſtitution 


of Things in this World ; and ſtill more, if 
he had left this Part altogether undone; and 


above all, if, turning the Tables, he had with 
equal Pains, and all his high Colouring, 
drawn the Calamities of Fob, and ſo run down 
through Hiſtory, ſacred and prophane, with 
all the Perſecutions, Diſtreſſes and Tribula- 
tions, which have at any Time befallen Men 
renowned for Virtue and Goodneſs. This 
| would have compleated the Dijintereftedneſs, 
and conſequently the Merit of Virtue, If a 


Man were to ſketch out ſuch a Draught as 


this, and ſtill keep the Reward of Futurity 
out of Sight, —his exhorting to Virtue, under 


ſuch unfavourable Circumſtances, would be 


deemed, by all thinking Men, a mere Quix- 
oiſm in Morals. And as Virtue often has 
been, and (in ſuch a World as this) often muſt 
be, in  fuch unfavourable Circumſtances, the 
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Coming: a Veil between us and the Manſions 
" Bliſs, is ſurely ſomething romantick. 
In a Word, the Deſire f Self-good can ne- 
ver riſe too high in a Man, who knows, 
wherein his true Happineſs conſiſts; and the 
cheriſhing true Self-love, by a Proſpect of fu- 
ture Happineſs in a World to come, is the 
greateſt Security to Virtue; — happen what 
will here, this ſupport can never fail. This 
Selfere egard is diametrically oppoſite to Selfifi- 
neſs: The firſt leads a Man to prune the Ex- 
creſcences of private Appetite and Paſſion, 
and to cheriſh and foſter up every Seed of 
good and natural Affection; — it leads him, 
by a thorough Diſcipline. of the Heart and its 
Affections, to practiſe every Private and eve- 
ry publick Vartue, as experiencing great Plea- 
ſure in the immediate Exerciſe, and ſtill great- 
er in the After · review and Love of Virtue; 
and (what crowns all) as habitually conſider- 
ing all this but as a Fare-taſte of the Happ!- 
ness, which awaits him in Heaven. Se be- 
nes, on the other hand, perpetually leads a 
Man to narrow his Heart and Mind, and to 
draw an undue Share of the Conveniencies 
and Comforts of Life to himſelf; taking eſpe- 
cial Care that he himſelf ſhall fare well, with- 
out any Regard to the Claim, which others 


5 „ 


(wn) 


may. have upon him, upon the Score of Cha- 


rity.or Hoſpitalify, His own little Self, and 


the Brute-part of that. ſame Self, Re will, 


over and above, provide for and indulge, 


come of the reſt of the World what will. 


Now, fo far are his Lordſhip' s Fears from be- 
ing well-founded, vis. that a ſtrict Attention 


to Sclf-good, in the Proſpect of a Happineſs 


in Heaven awaiting Virtue, may beget this 
Meanneſs,---this Narrowneſs of Spirit; that, on 
the contrary, Self-love thus well-directed, 1s 


the only Cure poflible for it. 


n 


But What is abſolutely concluſive in this 


Matter, is this; That the moral F aculty with- 


in us, or moral Senſe, approves of virtuous 


Actions, under the peculiar View, of their 


being of good Deſert; and diſapproves of 


vitious Actions as being of it Deſert, Now, 

I aſk, at whoſe Hands are we to deſerve Good 
or NM? Why ſurely, chiefly and principally 
at His, who gave us that Faculty. This every 


| found Theiſt muſt allow. This practical Power 


within us, therefore, can never operate in a 
Mind, which believes in a Gop, the Gover- 
nor of the World, and habitually remembers 
vim, but it muſt bring a Judgment to come in 
view. Here, 5 in this World, there i 18 NO equal 


Retribution of that Kind, it muſt therefore 
. 5 be 
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be hereafter,--Whilſt every reflex Act of the 
Mind, in a moral Way, thus preſages Good, 
or forebodes Il, we can never keep this Mat. 
ter out of Sight, but by commencing Atheiſts 
or by calling back Epicuruss Gods, And as 
every reflex Act of this Kind, 1s, in truth, a 
Call to Self-love, to ſecure — own eternal 
Intereſt in a ſtedfaſt Adherence to Virtue; it 
is in vain to think of putting aſunder (as if 
there was any Contrariety between them) two 
Things, which Gop hath thus joined toge- 
ther by that moral Faculty, which he gave 
us to be the Guide of Life. 

In fine, To reſolve all kind and fecial Af- 
fection into Se/f-love, is the Madneſs of H- 
fem, which delights (whether Nature will or 
not) in bringing all to one ſimple Principle.— 
We plainly have practical Principles within 
us, which carry us out of ourſelves, to ſuc- 
cour the Diſtreſſed, to reheve the Needy, or 
to benefit a Friend or Neighbour ; --- Affecti- 
ons which ſeek the Good of another, and 
which reſt in 7bat Good as their End and Ob- 
ject. On the other hand, to cut off Self-love 
from being a Proper Principle, or Self-Goid 
from being a proper Motive, of moral Diſci- 
pline, is the Madneſs of Enthufiaſm, which, by 
Haring too high, is * to 105 Sight of w_ 

u- 


(ix) 

Humanity. A Being capable of Happineſs 
muſt purſue Happineſs ; and Virtuès grand 
Security, is a Belief that it leads to Happi- 
neſs both preſent and future: and as it can- 
not be denied, that Matters have ſometimes 


but a very untoward Appearance here, the fu- 


ture Reward of Virtue ought never to be out 
of Sight; indeed never can be out of Sight, 
where there is any the leaſt Tincture of Reli- 
gion : ---And even though theſe outward Ap- 
pearances were out of the Queſtion, if preſent 
Happineſs has any Weight, future and eter- 
nal Happineſs muſt have an infinitely greater 
Weight, as a Motive to Diſcipline, A right 
Knowledge and lively Faith here will ſtrength- 
en every good and right Principle of Practice; 


— will keep natural Conſcience always a- 


wake; --- And, by rooting out of the Heart 
the Love of every little and mean Thing, will 
moſt effectually cheriſh and encourage the 
Love of Virtue itſelf. --- This is the Courſe of 


well-directed Se/f-love --- and therefore this is 


the Courſe of the Sanctions of the Goſpel. 
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5 i Galatians, Chap. vi. verſe 9. 


And le us not. be weary in pi of ng ; for. in 


due Seaſon we ſhall reap, if ae faint not. 


”,, others, or communicating to them in all 
good Things : The Exhortation therefore of 
the — of is this, — that we ſhould be di- 
ligent and hearty in doing Acts of Charity 
and Beneficence, for this moſt ſubſtantial 
Reaſon, — that if we perſevere in this good 
Way, we ſhall, in due Seaſon, (at God's 
own appointed Time) receive the Reward. 
The Harveſt is ſtill at a Diſtance, but we 
have the Word of Truth to aſſure us, that 
we ſhall moſt certainly reap, if we faint not. 
As we have therefore Opportunity (continues 
the Apoſtle) let us do Good unto all Men, eſpe- 
cially unto them who are of the Houſehold of 
Faith, Our Bounty and Charity ought to 
be as extenſive as poſlible ; with this Reſtric- 
tion, that the nearer Connexions of Life wall 
claim a Preference. The Ties of Blood, and 
even of Country, are ſeldom over- looked; 
B it 


H E Context gu at the 33 
Word, Mell- doi ng, to doing Good: to 


_ OS  G©C©C——— 


| (2) 
it were well for the World, if Men were ge- 
nerally as ready, upon all Competitions, to 
give the Preference to the greater Degree of 
Diſtreſs. We have the Apoſtle giving the 
Preference here to the Houſebold of Faith; and 
they were well entitled to it, both upon the 
Score of Relationſhip, and upon the Score of 
Diſtreſs. There is a plain Tie of Relation 
between Profeſſors of the ſame Faith, — be- 
tween Heirs of the ſame Promiſes: And then 
as to Diſtreſs, we obſerve, that, at that Time 
of Day, the Faithful were but few in Com- 
pariſon, and the Arm of Fleſh againſt them; 
they had therefore no Chance of Succour, | 
but from their Fellow-Members of the Heouſe- 
bold of Faith. — In all fimilar Caſes, where a 
Preference is fairly due, it ought to be given. 
We thall ſee, by and by, that the unhappy 
People, who give Occafion to this. Day's So- 
lemnity, have a very fair Claim of Prefe- 
rence upon all Clergymen upon the Score of 
a near Relationſpip; and upon them, and all 
other Chriſtians upon the Score of great Di- 
„„ 
It is remarkable, that the Apoſtle, in the 
Words of my Text, exhorts to this Virtue, 
in the very Terms of the old Moraliſts of ap- 
proves Name. To x 'v rosũiſcs, (which we 
tranſlate 


(3) 


tranſlate wel- ting) is the favourite Lan- 


School. They meant to expreſs, that there 
was as real a Beauty in virtuous and good 
Deeds, as in the Symmetry and Proportion 
of outward Forms: And hence they took Oc- 
caſion to perſuade Men to the Practice of 
Virtue, as what would give Pleaſure to the 
Mind upon Reflection, and leave a good Re- 
liſh There. And, doubtleſs, it was a very ſen- 
ſible and important Topic of Perſuaſion in 


Schools, which were apt to conſider a future 
State of Retribution, rather as a Matter of 


Inquiry, and of ſubtle Diſputation, than as a 
practical Principle of Life and Manners : 

It was plainly appealing to the Mind of Man 
in a Matter that could not well admit of 
Diſpute ; --- What he felt, when he either 
reviewed his own Character, or the Charac- 
ter of another ; And the Anſwer could not 


but be from every ingenuous and fair Mind, 


That Virtue was in itſelf beautiful and lovely, 
and Vice in itſelf deformed and hateful. So 
far was well at that Time of Day ; — but 


now, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, by which 


Life and Immortality are fo clearly brought to 
Light; --- to.riſque the Cauſe of Virtue up- 
on the mere Feelings of Humanity, wich 


3 2 ma / 


guage of the ſeveral Branches of the Socratic 
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(4) 
may be, nay. oſten are, not only blunted, but 
almoſt extinguiſhed, is juſt as wiſe, as it 
would be in civil Matters, to riſque the Se- 
curity of Property, not upon the Sanctions of 
the Law, and the Author ity of the Magiſ- 
trate, but upon every Man's Senſe of the 
Reaſonableneſs of what our Lawgivers have 
enacted, And yet ſuch Wiſdom we have 
had amongſt us; an open and declared At- 
tempt of ſeparating Morality from Religion; 
nay, little leſs than a formal Declaration, 
that unleſs they be divorced, _—_ can be no 
real Virtue. - | 

The holy Apofile, we ſee, ahi ther. 
wiſe 4 for at the ſame Time that He: exhorts 
us 72 x&Ae h,, - to act the beautiful and 
lovely Part in Life, He carries our Views on 
to à future Judgment, by aſſuring us, that 
we ſhall reap, if we faint nat: Our good Deeds 
he would. have us habitually conſider as good 
Seed ſown, which will produce a plentiful 
Harveſt hereafter, -— But this the ent buſiaſtic 
Moraliſt cannot away with; --- it is to Him 
a Matter of mere Trade and Bargain. A 
Chriſti an gives to the Poor, it is true; but it is 
en Expedtation of being repaid the Sum lent, 
with Uſury, at the final Fudgment. Is this Vir- 
tue ? Is it praiſe-worthy ? Has it any Thing of 


De- 
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Desert? - 80 that, in his Opinion, the dc 
Good to others in Expectation of a Rewat 
hereafter, is the ſame Thing as ſowing a Field 
in Expectation of a Harveſt to come. Hence 
it is, that He perpetually imputes a nercenary 
Spirit to a Believer; and hence a perpetual 
| ſneering Ridicule, when he ſpeaks of the 
| ſoving of Souls, and of thoſe who act for their 
Souls Sales, _ make a ond. Provifin for 
hereafter '*. © 

_ Virtue muſt be ber gf: —— We own it, 
Self-imterefted Regardt muſt therefore txtinguiſh 
aud defiroy i: === This we deny. And the 
Duty no under our Conſideration will give 
me the beſt Opportunity of ſetting this Mat- 
ter im its proper Light; for a charitable Be- 
neſicænce to the Poor, when done in a right 
Manner, is confeſſedly the moſt &finterefted 
Act of Virtue: And if I can in any-wiſe 
ſhew, that a Hope of reaping the Reward of 
this Virtue, in no- wiſe affects the N ature of 
it, ſo as to render it leſs d/interefted ; --- I 
ſhall, I preſume, clear the Way of this con- 
ceited Objection; and ſo, with good Grace, 
_ to enfbret the Apoſtle s Exhortativn 

mm my Text, not to be nn in ar at ng, from 
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(6) 
the Proſpect | ſuggeſted by Him, of reaping 
the Harveſt of our Labour of Love at G0 D's 
own Time, . . 

Now, in Order to e 1 mall 
Firſ, Inquire in what the Difintereſtedueſ of 
true charitable Beneficence conſiſts, 
roſs Point out the Way, how a Proſpect 
of Reward may and ought to affect us, for 
tbe Furtherance of his, and of every other 
Virtue; — I mean, for the Furtherance of 
: Virtue in the higheſt Senſe, wherein hu- 
man Virtue is capable of being d:/antereſted, 
or can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to be 4% way 
ed. And having gas: cleared the Way, 
| _ ſhall,.. ” 
 Thirdhy, our to e the Ob- 
jects, Who now petition you through me, 
to your, Benevolence: 
Kath, State the Propriety of ſoliciting g an 
annual Charity, ſuch as this 
And, Lefily, Conclude with enforcing thi 
Matter upon you, by the Weight of the 
5 momenthous Motive ſuggeſted by the 
Apoſtle in my Text. 
Finſ, then, I am to enquire in what the 
Diſimtereſtedneſs of true charitable Be- 
neficence conſiſts, 
8210 


And, 
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And, here we need not go far, to ſet this 


Mitter 3 in a clear Light. The Goſpel has 
comprehended all Virtue in Love; the Love 


of Gop, and the Love of our Neighbour: 


And our Apoſtle in the 13th Chapter of his 


firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, accordingly de- 


cares, that the very Deed we are now con- 
ſidering, Almſgiving, will profit a Man no- 


thing (that is, it is not a good Deed, nor 


will he be intitled to the Reward of it) if he 
have not Charity or Love in his Heart. Tho' 


I beflow all my Goods to feed the Poor (ſays the 


Apoſtle) and have not Charity, it profiteth me 


nothing. It is the good Affection of Heart, 


which ſtamps Worth or Value on this and 
every other outward Act. We ſee only, it is 


true, the outward Act; and where there is a 


fair Appearance, we ought to preſume the 
beſt: It is not our Province to judge our Bro- 
ther. But ſtill it is an important Truth, that, 
be the Action never ſo fair and comely in the 
Eyes of Man, yet it is but a ſpurious Virtue, 
if the Principle—if the Affection of Heart be 
ſpurious, I may be vain, and give my Goods to 
feed the Poor out of Oſtentation: I may be 


ambitious, and do it to ſerve the Purpoſes of 


my Ambition: Nay, I may be of an indolent 


and eaſy Temper, and do it merely to rid my- 


ſelf 


* _— 
APE — <= — — —— 
— As 5% Ab. - 


—_—_————— —— We 
- 4 — . 
— 4 6 a 2 4 


* — 5 
_ ” my * 
— ens, 
. 


8 — — 


— + x bs — 


—— 
—— 


n 


2 N , 8 2 . 7 #4 
_ OT. 8 : Fs 2 Ko = - 4 Tu ea 6 
8 3 v 
- _ _ — 


if 


E A Jy = — 8 


5 
N 
— Pages 
* g * 


we > 
oy oY. < HY BE. 
2— — * 

. A 


3 be E 2 - N 2 * F = 8 
Gn Fed — Fn 2 FA e W 
— » — 4 — . - — 
MES” WI — . 9 ** 
5 — ow” Pea — DS ers 2 * 5 * 
2 — E __ — 2 
33 3 — 


N 3 
* + Db = 
" EE hs. 


(3) 
Gif of the Clamous of an importunate Beg- 
ar :—Theſe, and ſuch like, are all ſpurious 
rinciples, and are of no Value in 58 Sight, 
who. looketh-not on the outward, Appearance, but 
* booketh on the Heart. The true and genuine 
Principle here is a compaſſionate Good-will to 
our Brethren in Diſtreſs ; if the Heart be not 
affected in this good Way, there can be no 
genuine Virtue. Put the Caſe, that a Man of 
aà contracted Heart, dead to Love, — dead to 
every kind and ſocial Affection, is moved to 
feed tbe Poor, in hopes of reaping a Harveſt in 
Heaven; if he does it in the very Spirit of an 
Uſurer, and Jends his Money, as he thinks, 7 
the Lord, in the ſame Way, and with the ſame 
Diſpoſition of Heart, that he would have lent 
upon a Bond, which promiſed an Hundred- 
fold at a diſtant Day ;—his feeding the Poor 
is as void of Virtue, and as little deſerves the 
Name of Mell doing, as the Traffick of the 
Uſurer. I would not willingly ſuppoſe, that 
this Caſe ever happens; for who is ſo ignorant 
of what the Happineſs of Heaven conſiſts in, 
and of the Qualifications of Heart and Soul 
| neceſſary for the partaking of that Happineſs, 
1 as to form any ſuch Scheme of purchaſing it? 
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AI mean is, that feeding the Poor will profit 
a. a a Man nothing, unleſs he have A F ellow-feel- 
ing 


T3) 


ing for them ;— unleſs he have Charity for 


them in his Heart. 


Virtue is good Affections ud rly exerted 


in outward Acts, according to each Man's 


reſpective Ability and Opportunity: Good 


Affection gives the whole Worth and Value 
to the outward Act; — nay, where there is 
no Ability or no Opportunity, the good Af- 
fection is itſelf Yirtue :—But the outward 
Act produced at Hazard, or from a ſpurious 


Principle, is of no moral Value in the Sight 


either of Go D or Man. There can be no 


Self-applauſe, if the Heart be not rightly af- 


fected ; nor will the World applaud, if there 
de any Suſpicion of unſoundneſs there. The 
World, it is true, may be impoſed upon; and 


a Man of a wrong- turned Head and Heart 


may perhaps deceive himſelf in this Matter: 


But it is impoſſible to deceive the great 


Searcher of Hearts ;—1n his Sight, the Prin- 
ciple of Charity, and it only, is the End of 


the Commandment, and the fulfilling of the 


This Doctrine is of ſpecial Comfort to a 


good Heart and Mind; — to be affured, that 
one's Virtue is bus independent of outward 


Circumſtances. F or, if the Heart give the 
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Value to the outward Act, it follows, . 
there 18 equal Goodneſs of Heart, there is 
equal Virtue; provided all the Fruit appears 
in a Man's Life and Converſation, which his 
Ability enables him to ſhew forth : for that 
is the 7% of a good Heart. In the Duty 
now under Conſideration, it is plain, that 
Men's Virtue in real and hearty Almſgiving, 
is not in pi oportion to what they ſeverally 
give; but in proportion to that compared 
with their Ability of giving. For i there be 
firſt a willing Mind, it is accepted according to 
that a Man hath, and not according to that he 
Kath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. There may be there- 
fore, as much Virtue in the Vidom's Mite, as 
in a Bounty of ten thouſand Talents, 

And now as to the Dr/intereftedneſs of this, 
or any other Virtue; — wherein does it con- 
fiſt ? Why, in this; — That the outward Act 
proceed from its genuine Principle or Affec- 
tion of Heart. In Acts of Bounty to the Poor 
and Neceſſitous, there muſt be Charity in the 
Heart; —a Love which prompts you to their 
particular Good; the End and Object of this 
Affection is their Relief and Welfare. If this 
Affection be wanting, then the Feeding the 
Poor muſt be an intergſted Action; it muſt be 


% Gf 4 9 


„ 


as a Means of Self- gratification, and of that 


1 


only. —In a Word; as an intereſted Action is 


that which proceeds either from the general 


Principle of Self-lave, or from ſome particu- 
lar Paſſion, whoſe End and Object is Self- 


Good; ſo a difintereſted Action is that which 
proceeds from the general Principle of Churi- 


ty, or brotherly Love, or from fome particular 
Affection, whoſe End and Object is the Good 


of anther. And as our Maker has implanted 


in our Hearts this general Principle of Love, 
and the ſubordinate Affections, which ſhould 
incline us to rejoice with or pity our Brethren 
of Mankind, all ſocial Virtue muſt proceed 
from this Principle or theſe Affections: As 
we ought to love God for his own Sake, fo 


we muſt ſerve Man from an unfeigned Love 


n 
This, as I underſtand it, is the Maralit of 
the Goſpel ; which yet, at the ſame time, m 
numberleſs Places, and in a Variety of Lights, 
ſets eternal Life and Death before us, in or- 
der to awaken our Minds, by the Hope of 
the one, and the Fear of the other, to regulate 


our moral Conduct. Nay, the Light of Na- 


ture teaches the ſame, tho' more obſcurely ; 


and what is ſtill more intimate to us, the 


Voice of Natural Conſcience ſpeaks the fame 
C 2 Thing; 
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Thing; ; preſaging Good, or foreboding I, as 
the Conſequence of right or wrong Behaviour. 
It muſt be ſtrange then, if what ſome fan- 
ciful Men tell us be true, that the inculcating 
the future Reward of Virtue tends to render 
Mens Virtue mean and mercenary : That is, 
(as we muſt ſuppoſe them to mean) it either 
altogether, or in ſome Meaſure, renders Vir- 
tue an intereſted Act. Whether it does fo or 
no, we ſhall now ſee; for, as I have endea- 
voured to explain to you in what the d//inte- 


reſted Nature of the Virtue of Alimſgioing con- 
a I ſhall now, 


Secondly, Point out the Way, how a Pro- 
ſpect of Reward may and ought to af- 

fest us, for the Furtherance of this, and 
of every other Virtue; I mean, for the 
Furtherance of Virtue, in the higheſt 
Senſe, wherein human Virtue is capable 
of being diſintereſted, or can poſſibly be 
ſuppoſed to be d:/intereſted, 


I obſerve, then, that the Reward is offered, 
not by way of Bargain, merely to procure the 
outward Act; but as a Motive of cral Diſ- 
cipline, in order to draw Men, by a future 
Proſpect, to clean and amend the Heart, and 
9 2 92 to 


(13) 
to renew right Diſpoſitions within them. 
Good Affection was originally implanted in our 
Nature by our Maker, elſe no Proſpect of Re- 
ward could raiſe it there; our Buſineſs is 
therefore to cheriſh the good Seed ſown in our 
Heart at our firſt Formation; and the great 
Founts of Faith, the Immortality of the Soul, — 

a future State, — Rewards and Puniſhments, 
are then rightly applied, when 1175 work this 
good Effect. 

In this probationary State, we have the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Life, and the 
Temptations of the Devil, all againſt us; and 
all of them tend to narrow the Heart, and 
to render it /z#/le and ſelf/h. A bad Man has 
neither Gop nor his Neighbours in all his 
Thoughts. The Concerns of another Life 
throw Weight into the other Scale; — bring 
him only ſeriouſly to conſider them, and Sin 
is no longer deceitful : His Heart enlarges, 
and he pays Homage to his Gop, and does 
Good to his Brother. Thus 1s, or ought to be, 
the Effect with every Man, who believes that 
Happineſs is infinitely on the Side of Vir- 
tue. 

And fallen as Man is, the Affection of Cha- 
rity, which Gop hath ſown in his Heart, 
would ſtrike a deep Root, — it would grow 


and 


Rn © 

and flouriſh into. good Fruit, if he could be 
but once heartily perſuaded, that its preſent 
and future Joy, are infinitely preferable to all 
the dar ling Pleaſures of the Men of this Morid 
An intimate, firm and habitual Perſuaſion 
Kere, with the help of Gop's Grace, will work 
Wonders in creating Man anew: — Take off 
but the Bias to Senſe and ſenſible Things, 
(which gives the T; empter ſo great an Oppor- 
tunity of captivating us to Sin) let us but 
once come to prefer the Spirit to the Fleſp,— 
the preſent and future Joys of Virtue to the 
periſhing and tranſitory Pleaſures of Sin, and 
the Neu- Creature, required by the Goſpel, 
will ſoon come to be formed in us. For in 
ſpite of all without us,—the Temptations of 
the Devil, and the Allurements of the World, 
— we {till have the Heart and its Affections 
in our own Power; we can either cherith 
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and improve the good Affections, and fo draw 

Wt them forth to Action, or neglect them, nay 
|| check and ſmother them, and cheriſh the un- 

| | | natural Paſſions in their ſtead. The Rewards 
il | end Puniſhments of Futurity are therefore clear- 
Wl ly held forth in the Goſpel, as being the moſt 
1 momentꝰous Motives to religious Daſcipline, 
ul © that can poſſibly affect the Heart of Man, in 

| order that, through Hope of the oze, and Fear 
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(15) 
of the other, he may be induced to give the 
good Aﬀettions fair Play, and fo form them 
into Habits of producing good Fruit; and, 
on the other hand, to check and reſtrain the 
Javer Appetites within the Bounds of Nature, 


and to root the unnatural Paſſions entirely 


But ts nut this Chaſiiſement of the Heart and 
its Aﬀettions, and the whole of this religious Diſ- 
cipline, an iutereſted Act? Yes, doubtleſs; but 
that is nothing to the Queſtion now before 
us. The Queſtion 1s, if the Virtue produced 


by ſuch a Diſcipline be an intereſted Virtue? 


and we anſwer, No; becauſe it produces good 
Deeds, done from good and legitimate Aﬀec- 


tion; — from that Charity, which ſeeketh not 


its own Good, but the Good of another. In 
a word, the Motive here to religious Diſci- 
pline is Hitereſt; but the Principle of the vir- 
tuous Action is good Affection, cultivated and 
cheriſhed by this Diſcipline ; and Virtue fo 
produced is real and ſubſtantial, and as diſin- 


terefied as Virtue can poſſibly be ſuppoſed 

under the Government of a righteous and 
good Gop. I fay this, becauſe ſome Men's 
moral Enthufiaſm takes ſuch an irre/igious 
Turn, that, to hear them talk, you would 


think, that Virtue, in their Opinion, could 
| never 
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(£169) 
never be ſufficiently. diſntereſted, unleſs it were 
perſecuted here, and look'd for nothing but 


Hell and Miſery hereafter. 


_ It is pleaſant to obſerve, that they them- 
ſelves offer nothing as a Motive to moral 
Diſcipline, but Intereft-or Self-good. And 
indeed what elſe can be offered to free Beings, 
who have a Senſe of, and a Capacity for, 
Happineſs? Love Virtue for Virtue's Sake, ſay 
they; the Beauty of Virtue, — the moral Charm 
is. ſufficient Moti ue to, Diſcipline. But after 


all, this Beauty or Charm ,comprehends in it 
the Pleaſure naturally ariſing from the imme- 


diate Exerciſe of yirtuous Affection, and the 
Self-applauſe and Jay of Mind, which arife 
upon an A After: Review. And this therefore 
is equally an intengſied Motive to Diſcipline, 
as the Happineſs of Heaven: They ſtand both 
upon the ſame Footing in that Reſpect.— 
But the former, ſay they, always produces a fin- 
cere Virtue Joer if, there be the leaft\Unſoundneſs 
the moral Senſe. will not approve. S0 will the 


latter, ſay we, when rightly underſtood and 


applied ; in as much as the Reward. will be 
beſtowed by a Judge, who looketh not on the out- 
ward. Appearance, but looketh on the Heart.— 
Bit-then again the Joys of Virtue, which, na- 
turally bing from the Exerciſe of it, are, as 
wer: 1 


(17) ; 
it were, Virtue itſelf; and therefore a Love of 
them is a Love of Virtue. Why, in the ſame 
Way, a Defire of the Happineſs of Heaven, 
is itfetf the very Temper of Virtue lt i isa De- 
ſire to be always with Gop, diſcharging the 
ſublitneſt Acts of Piety; and in the Company 
of good Angels and Men, diſcharging the 
Weben Acts of Goodneſs and Love. So that 
turn the Matter to whatever Light they have 
been pleaſed to put it in, the Cauſe of Virtue 
is in no. wiſe affected by inculcating the Mo- 
tives of the Goſpel, in the Way they fondy 
ſuppoſe © And all, that the World would get 
by the Prevalence of this new-faſhioned Doc- 
Pe would be only the loſing Sight of the 
nal Reward of Virtue. A moſt 2% Con- 
erty in a degenerate World! to woo Men 
to Virtue, by ſtripping her of almoſt all her 

Dower. | 
'To bring this Matter home to the Bat i now 
under Conſideration: Suppoſe a Believer ( and 
it is what all Believers ſhould do) cheriſhes the 
good Seed of Charity ſown in his Heart at his 
firſt Formation, by as that it brings forth the 
good Fruits of el ing in the general Tenor 
of his Life and Converſation; in humble Hope, 
that, through the Merits of CnRIs , he mall 
reap the Rew-ard of his Labour of- Love, at 
D God's 


„ OR. 
Gov's s own appointed Time: Will theſe Vi- 
ſionaries ſay, that this is not Virtue 2 True, 
genuine, aiſintergſied Virtue, in every poſſible 
Senſe that Di/intereftedne 5 can be applied to it? 
Here is the good Affec jon of Heart, (that 
Charity, which feeketh not it ts gun and here is 
the proper Exertion of it ; and ifa . good! Deed, 
done from good, Affection be not V Virtue in the 
| true Senſe, I own, Iam yet to learn. That 
the good Aﬀection is quickened, enlivened 
and brought into Action, by a Proſpect of 
future Happineſs, can in no-wiſe alter the 
Nature of the. Aﬀedtion no more than the 


A 


watering a Plant can alter the Nature of the 
0 15 Indeed, if 35 they, will . 9953 ſuppoſe 
that a Beli vers Virtue is, 

Trade a 5 {Ma ee 

cer n, they may 80.0 0 on to dr draw Was pages Con- 
ſequences a as hey pleaſe, Rep there i 7s nothing 

na Believer, GN a 14 5 72 Spirit: ; —But 

how d 0 they read't he ew. Te ſtam ent? What 
does it fa be; they. will; leaſe, to 15 into it, 

they A ſee a perfe feet obe required there, 

which caſts out every low and ſelfiſh Regard: 


| And yet, at the ſame Nite it calls upon us, 


on a future Judgment, 3 as s the greateſt Motive 


| 7 ible to induce us to Hier the en 
an 


(19) 
and eſpecially to water and cheriſh this good 
Principle, in order that it e habitually pro- 
duce good Fruit. 

Upon the Whole then; the Free-thinking 
Scoffer greatly 1 miſtakes the Matter, when he 
imputes a mercenary Spirit to a Believer. Were 
we to be judged, at the laſt Day, by a Man 
like ourſelves, ſuch : 4 mercenary Outſide-Vir- 
tue, as is imputed to us, might do the Buſi- 
neſs; but our Judge is God, who ſees the 
Heart of Man, Mi in his Word, expreſsly 
requires a Service of Love, out of a pure Heart, 
and of a good Conſci ence, 1155 of Faith u uns Figned, 
1 Tim. i. 5. 

And now having 1 1900 cleared the Way 
of this conceited Objection, that the Virtue, 
and particularly the Almſgiving of a Chriſtian 
is mean and mercenary, becauſe he looks for 


a Reward hereafter for his Labour of Love 


bere; I proceed, as I at firſt propoſed, — (un- 
der this right Senſe of Things, that we ſhall 
rzaþ our Harveſt of Reward, if we per ſevere 
in Well-doing.) 

In the 25rd Place, To recommend the ob- 
jeets, who now petition you, through 

me, to your Chri/izan Benevolence. 
They are the Widows and Children of 
bn, ſunk in Poverty and Want, not 
D 2 by 
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(20) 
by their own Fault, nor by the Fault of the 
Huſband and Father, whom they have loſt ; 
(if there be any Inſtances to the contrary, it 
is to be hoped, they: are but few) but, in 
general, by the ſcanty and mean Proviſion ap- 
propriated to the Cure of Souls in too many 
Places of this Kingdom; | a. Meanneſs f Pro- 
vi/ion greatly to be regretted :;. Fer while Men 
are Men, low Circumſtances will bring a con- 
temprucys Neglect upon a very good Man, and 
leſſen the Weight and Importance of every 
Thing he ſays, of every Thing he does: 
And I make no. Queſtion, but that an inno- 
cent Compliance with this perverſe Humour 
of the World, has made many a Clergyman 
(whoſe Widow-pr, Child now begs to be fed 
by your Bounty) run intq Expences in his 
Manner of Lying, which! but for the good 
Intention, would have heen unneceſlry, * 
haps inexenſable. ts 9789 of 3114 
_ 1 obſeryed;,,nthe. Beginning of <P Diſ- 
courſe; from the Authority of the. Apoſtle, 
that, tho all Men are intitled to our good. 
Offices, yet a particular Connexion and Rela- 
tionſhip, or particular Circumſtances of Di- 
fireſs, may beget a. Preference in Favour of 
particular Perſons: And to ſuch a Preference 
the Widows and Children of poor Clergymen 


are 
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(2 I W 
ne intitled, with all who now hear me; — 
with the Clergy upon the Score of a near Re. 
; MW ationſbip; and with them, and all other Chri- 
| WM ftians, upon the Score. of great Diſtreſs. 

Their Relation to the Clergy, it is to be 
| ho ped, we have all a full Senſe of: I am ſure, 
the eech of the World ſees the Connexion in 
Na 4 Light, that if we ſhould at any 

Time ſeem to forget it, they would not fail 
to put us in Mind with ſome Keenneſs of Re- 
proach. Mey would tell us, that after provid- 
ing Aecentiy for ourſelves and Families, the 
Surplus of ecelefiaftical Revenues ought to be 
laid out in Works! of Charity and Beneficence ; 
and eſpecially in relieving the crying Wants of 
| the J/idaws and Chilten of our debeaſed Bre- 
thren; who, perhaps with equal Merit, and 
generally with a' laborious- Diſcharge of a 
heavy Duty, hardly had Bread while living, © 
much leſs aught to leave at their Death. 
| They æuoulu tell us, that the Goſpel, which we 
T preach, diſtinguiſhes the Relief of the rdow 
d. i and Fathorlefs, by the high Character of pure 
7. and undefiled Religion; aud that therefore it 
. becomes us to be /iberal and exemplary in this 
ff good Way; more eſpecially, ' when the Diſ- 
e treſs is brought ſo home to ourſelves by Rela- 
n ane, as in the Caſe now before us. This 
re and 


40 

and much more, we know, they will be ready 
to ſay, if we ſhould give any the leaſt Occa- 
ſion for it, by a ſeeming Backwardnoſs to pro- 
mote ſo good a Work. 
But let us wave an Applicatign fo 0 particu- 
lar, and come to thoſe Circumſtances of Di- 
fireſs, which give the F amilies of poor Cler- 
gymen deceaſed, a Fe wn all Chriſ- 
fans. 7M 

Clergymen, by their oe are 7970 to 
a Rank in. Life, which the Income of the lower 
Clergy but very, ill ſuits with, A liberal Turn 


of Mind and anners (eri ived from a good 
Educatio 0 enables . in ſome Meaſure, 


to ſupport his Rank, a ich 1 is ſo very 4, 


proportionate to, "their Gel iniſtances. This 
muſt hy Exar mp le deſcend to their Children, 
inc lui e the whole“ © bid Life and Be- 
| havjour, 15 The natural Co niequence, of, this 
muſt be, an "Ambition 1 enter into Life, ſo 
as to ngintain the Rank they were born to: 
And hence the, many fruitleſs Endeavours to 
get their Bread in Ways, rather Liberal, than 
lucrative. This may be reckoned Imprudence; 
but ſtill it 1s an Imprudence, which admits | 
of great Apologies. All, who have been born 
in a gente Rank in Life, know well what may 


be ſaid in Excuſe for it; — and all ſuch will 
- allo 


ZE 


« 23') 
al particularly fee] the Truth of what I now 


fay ; that the Evils of Want and Poverty fall 


upon ſuch kind of People with a Weight and 
Preſſure, which others, born in lower Life, 
feel nothing of. The mere natural feeling of 
Hunger, is the ſame to the Prince and the 
Pegſant; but over and above there 1 is a parti- 
cular Bitterneſs 1 in Want, which is generally 
taſted in exact Proportion to the Rank of 
Life one is fallen from. The Compaſſion of 
all well-diſpoſed People keeps pace with it; 

for who would not be more deeply affected 
with a Beliſarius begging an Alm, than with 
the clamorous Importunity of one, born to, 
Rags and Poverty? — A , greater, Degree of 
Compaſſic on 'vouchfafed i in the one Gale, than in 
the other -, ſuppoſes a ee Degree, of Miſe- 
ry felt by the one, tl 155 the other ; and even 


juſtifies 1 1 from any Imputation of. Weakneſs : "8 


fo Weakneſs of Mind oitner, excites. rs 
tempt, than Compaſſion... 1. OT. 

If we add to this, that it is ; the "Widng an 2 
Patherle h (the moſt helpleſs and, forlorn 4 0 


the Conditions of human Life) — are thus | 
fallen ; and who, without your charitable As. 
a muſt now feel the whole Bitterneſs 

ant; — if we add this we wr. all that 
need 
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. 
need be ſaid, to ſtir up your Bowels of Com. 
h for them. 
4. As to the Propriety of Gnicting an an- 

Aa Charity, ſuch as this, (which was the 
fourth Particular 1 propoſed to ſpeak to) I ob- 
ſerve, that it is highly proper, whither we 
confider the 219 88 or the Contributors there. 
to. 
I., As to the Objefts; they may juſtly ſay, 
We camvt dig; to beg e are aſhamed. The 
meaner, and more laborious Employments of 
Life, which might ſeem to ſuit the Meannef 
of their Cireumſtances, they are altogether 
unfit for, either from the Vnpotency of Age or 
Childhood, or from the Manner of their Edu- 
cation ;—and as to the common Arts of Begg- 
ing, they can hardly be ſuppoſed to give into 
them, While the Memory of Huſband or Fa- 
tber is dear unto them. This 1 is not a falſe; 
Ait is an ingenuous Shame. It is highly pro- 
per therefore, that the Relief, which their 
Modeſty reſtrains them from alking, ſhould be 
follicited-by others, who can do it with a bet- 
ter Countenance. Beſides; to a liberal Mind, 
an Alms given in a liberal Way has a double 
Sweetneſs; and it is not eaſy to conceive a 
more liberal Way of relieving moteſt Indigenc. 
than the now before us. 


7 2dhy, 
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ach y, As to the Contributors thereto; I ob- 


ſerve, that many a Man's good Diſpoſition to 


Acts of Humanity ; is damped by his fall: A- 
bility of doing Good. The, miſerable. Objects, 


which daily preſent themſelves to one's View, 
are ſo many, that very few are able to contri- 
bute to their Relief in any effectual Manner. 


Where the Ability therefore is but ſmall, 


there is Danger « of its being, loſt to the World, 
by Compaſſion's s bein g drawn different Ways, at 


the Tame time, by] ſo many different wretched 


Objects :—All cannot be relieved, and hardly 
any ſmall Part. to, any Cc co 
This throw s a D 

Charity, CARE DRE ition is very good, but 
kis Ability very im ti is well, it Men are 


W 27 ro : 55 Mi 2 


not ſornetimes bttle ſel 5 N. Partial in. their 


4 i 


Eſtimate, an an region, 15 05 Ability ſmaller, | 


11 


than it really i Is: But be it never. ſo ſmall, 
you have, here : an Opportunity « 0 exerting 1 
to good Purpoſe; ; —the Plan of | harity, nay 
before us, opens a Way for the ſmalle el? Stream 


where the Ability. cannot reach. ſo far, as to 
make the Heart of one Son of Afitiion, glad; 
ſtill if there be à god Diſpoſition, a Perſon 
may here unite Wh, athers equally Vell dil 
3 | poſed, 


— 


| iderable Purpoſe. 
upon many a Man's 


to Hoy into a right Channel: For even 
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dach 9 975 Ain x Mite to Mite, Peder 
ſometking equal to the Wants of many. 
There. is another great Advantage i in Cha- 
rities, eonduẽted upon & Plan, ſuch as 701. 
now before us; That the Diſtribution is 
made in a more equal Män r, and more 
proportionate-to'the Diſtreſs of each indivi- 
dual, than if the Contributors were to beſtow 

their Bounty upon their Neighb« urs and Ac- 

quaintance In that Way, ſome would fare 
wal While others were ready to periſh for 
; Waiit: Whereas here the Degree of Calamity 
7 is the only ceommendation. — And here I 
eannot but take Notice of >the, Countenance 
Swen to! this Charity by, que eminently! gad 
- Man ®;-The Stewards acting by. his Cound! 
and Advice, and, in the Piſtribution of the 
Money cdllected, immediately. under his Eye, 
— muſt recommend the. Charity to all, who 
Rave an Alms te give, much more effectu- 

ally, than any thing 1 can fay on this Head. 
It remains now, that I conclude with 
enforcing this Matter upon you, by the 
Weight of the momentous Motive ſuggeſted 
by the Apoſtle in my Text, vg. That #72 duc 
Seaſon we ſhall: reap; if we perſevere hein 
Acts of Kind and Charity.” - "_ 


he Archdeacon of Northumberland. 


The 


c 


(>) 

The Words, in due Segen 7e all” W. 
plainly nly refer the Reward of eL ding to :à fu- 
ture World: — And yet, doubtleſs, the Mo- 
tives to Charity and Beneficence are both 
many and great, which ariſe from tlie Conſti- 


tution of Things ifi this preſent World: 


There is the Bleſſing of All Merrs gu lt arid 
good "Wijhes : —Tliere is the Voice of Bone 


Fame: — There is "ie * *Foy of Hrarl, which 


immediately reſults from the Exerciſe of Fove 
and Pity; l-end there is a ſtill yrnref Joy 
from the Approbation of naturul Conſtience. 
"Theſe may and bord have their Weight; 


and they are all fairly _—_— to us by the py 


79 NaXxov woleiv, the pu r -boneftum Factre, 
of the Apoſtle: But ſtill 15 Tere ths Intereſt 


of this; or of any ether Virtue; thete muſt 


be an haßijtus / Senſe of our acting uitler the 
Eye of a Hely God, WhO will im u Senſin 


come and reckon-with us, and will bring his 


Reward with him, to give yr Vat Mei, "Tt 
cor ding as this Wark fþ be. i 


The Neceſſity of es ed in Wg 
Gronger, than 1 in the Virtut now before us. 


Generally, at our firſt Step into Life, we are 
wonderfully ſenfible of Charadter, and of the 
Regard of others towards us: And the Heart 
is 3 for the moſt part tender and compaſſi- 
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1 
anate, and open to every Joy, which thence a- 
riſes. This is ſo true, that we hardly ever 
then form Schemes of great Proſperity and 
Wealth, and by the Power of Fancy, place 
ourſelves: in actual Poſſeſſion, but we pleaſe 
ourſelves in a very virtuous Uſe of them; 
dealing out, with a very #þerab Hand, to our 
Relations, our Friends, qur Nei ghbours, and 
eſpecially to ſuch of them as are poor and 
neceſſitous. Any thing of a good Heart will 
pleaſe itſelf for Hours together, in the Exer- 
ciſe of this viſſanary Virtue; and one would 
think, it bids fair for a real Virtue, if ever 
ſuch Proſpetity and MWaalth ſhould really be- 
come its Lot. But how qutorious is the con- 
ttrary! If che wiſned-fon Wealth comes ſoon in 
Life, it becomes generally an Instrument of 
mere ſenſual Pleaſure if laue it is as gene- 
rally employed to the Purpoſes of mere Ava- 
rice. And thus Cbarabier and a good Name; 
the Heart: felt Joy of doing good. — and the 
Applauſe of Mind reſulting therefrom, arg 
ſacrificed to a very lom Pleaſure, or to a very 
unnatural Paſſion. The Re gards of Religion, 
it may be ſaid, are gſten ſacriſiced in the ſame 
Way; Landen No, where they are firmly be- 
lieved, and habitually reflected on: Men can- 
nol ww with the Favour or 1 


(089) } -- 
God, with eternal Happineſs or Miſery, in 
the Way they certainly do trie with the Opi- 
.nion of the World, and with the natural Feel- 


ings of their own Mind. The Man of Pla- 


err, and the Man of Avuarice will tell you, 
(and I believe truely) that they deſpiſe equally 


the Reproach of the Worli, and the Reproach 
of their own: Mind: But they cannot deſpiſe 


Heaven and Hell, if they know.-what''they 


mean; and, at the ſame Time, aſſuredly ex- 


pect, that one or other muſt be their Lot. 


Men indeed may believe in ſomèe Sort, and yet 


afterwards drown all Senſe of religious Mat- 
ters by keeping the Mind otherwiſe engaged; 
but they cannot keep the Sanłttons of the Go 


ſpel habitually in Mind, and yetamake Abe of 
them: They maſt have their Weight. 
Let us therefore, on the preſent pains: 1 
remember, that we are only Seward under 
the great Houſeholder, who will moſt certainly 
come and reckon with us; and will reward or 


puniſh in an everlaſting World, according as 


we have, or have not, the Talent com- 


mitted to our Charge,"t to Ur de and to 
the Good of Men. | 


And here, it en to bs remar hd: we | 
of theſe, who have a Senſe of Religion upon 


wo Minds, ſome” ſeem to have no higher 
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Aim or or Ambitfian, than ee 0 geh. the 
Sentence of Condemnation 
Heaven. They do not cotilidy (ob the Cun- 
ſideration has no Weight with them) that in 
Heaven there are:;feveru!s: Manjens,: differing 
m Degree of Happineſd; which wilt be ſebe- 
20 allotted moe the”Cundrdates for ey, 


Finns." Thr Judge of All tb Earth will 45 
| what i is right ; chat is juſt and equal ; pro- 
portioning the Reward to the M done. Nha | 
sorilingly with regard to the Duty now under 
our Conſideration, we are expreſsly aſſured 

By the Apoſtle, That bo, which \foweth ſparing- 
5 Mail e 5 ee meh . 


fütne I e che good 
_ Seed of — MM the —— 
hall we reap the Harveſt of Reward” herea/- 
ter. his is the greateſt Itdueement paſt: 
10 us, not to be weliry zi Mullabing. 
There is another Reflection on this Sub- 
ject, vhich we ſhall do welt if we attend to, 
ux. the particular Bigſedneſt which awaits the 
Charitable and Beneficent. The doing Good 
_ to others in Diſtieſs is a #/finpurſhed Virtue; 
it ſtands forth in the Fron? of all the ſocial 
; inne mah as Lage will be rewarded in a 
IR 4a Nin. 


9) 

ge Manner. To impreſs this the 
more ſtrongly on our Minds, our Lord; in his 
Deſcription of the Proceedings at the great 
Day of Jud gment, repreſents the Iſſue of 2 
judgment, as turning chieffy on this Angle 
Article, whether Men have been merciful and 
compaſſionate” to their Brethren in Diftreſs. 
Come (ſays our Lord) ye blefſed of my Father, 
inberit the Kingdom prepared for :you from the 


Foundation: of the World ; for I was an bungred, 


and ye gave me Meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave 
me Drink; I wasa Stranger, 'and ye took me in 3 


naked; and Je. clathed me Twagl fick, and ye 55 ; 


ſted me; I was in Hriſen, and qe one unte me. 
en 185 2 3s, . eh ar qr haye 
ane it unto one the teal cha Ey Bretbren, 

ye bas, ahne it unto me. aps fo diftin- 
| rules by our Lord, as: that. he will impute 


it as exerciſed. towards himpelf, cannot but re- 


eeive a diſtinguiſhed Ræward. 

Me are ſolemnly aſſured, that, at that great 
Day, every. Work will be brought into Judgment ; 
<<ſill however we learn from theſe Words 
of our Lord, that the principal Inquiry will 
be concerning this Fruit of our Chiſtian Love 
and Charity. If one were aſked a Reaſon fot 
this Procedure, the Anfiyer, I think, would 
be obvious, — that a charitable or untharitable 
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Temp er is the ruling £7, a Man' s Charac- 
ter oF 18 the beſt 7. oft of his whole inward 
F. rame and Diſp olition ; andi it is chat, with 
Which all 3 Virtues or Vices * vely 
are almoſt neceſſarily connected. 

Hence Daniel repreſents Charity as the beſt 
Mark and Evidence of the Truth and Since- 
rity of our Repentance ; Break off thy Sins by 
Repentance, ſays 1 the Prophet to the Kin g of 
Babylon, and thine. Inigquities by ſhewing Mercy 
70 the Poor. And in other Parts of Scripture 

great Things are ſpoken of this Virtue : Ble/- 
Fd are the merciful, ſays our Lord himſelf, for 
thu ey ſhall obtain Mercy: And Charity, fays . 
Paus, ſhall cover the Multitude Ug Sing. What 
the preciſe and full Importance is, of what is 
here promiſed in theſe Words of St. Peter, it 
may be perhaps hard to ſay; but ſtill from 
them (compared with other Places of Scrip- 
ture) we may ſafely conclude thus much, That 
frail and finful Man ought to entertain a high 
| Reſpect for this Virtue, as what will be of 
grand Importance at the Day of Judgment, — 
as what will plead for Mercy to him in that 
great Day, when he will moſt ſtand in Need 
r 
And as the Promiſes to this Duty are thus 
Inviting ; fo, on the other Hand, are the 
6 | Threat- 


1 ts). 
Threatnings to the Neglect of it moſt alm 
og : : That he fall have. fadgment - without 
Mercy, who fhewed'no Mercy: And that, whoſo 
fapgeth his Bars ar the Cry of the Poor, he alſo 
ſhall cry himſelf,” but fhall not be heard. Hear 

alſo the Sentence pronounced by our Lord 
againſt we uncharitable, Depurt from me, ye 


curſed, into everlaſting Fire, AR Ar for & 


Devil and his Angels: For I was an hungred, 
ond ye gave me no Meat; T was 4510 h, and ye 
gave me 0 Drink, &c. 

And now to conclude; — As there is ns 


Man, but who ſometimes, —as there is no ſe- 


rious Man, but who gſten, — looks forwards, 


with great Anxiety of Mind, to that awful !) 
Event, a future Judgment; and as what we 
conceal from the World, and would fain con- 


ceal from ourſelves, is then apt to ſtare us in 
the Face, and make us break forth with the 
Pſalmift ; If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark 
what is done amiſs; O Lord, who may abide it? 
In theſe ſolemn Minutes, with Death---with 
Judgment full before us, what a nigbty Con- 


ſolation muſt it be, to be able, hone/ftly and 
with a good Conſcience, to ſay with Job; 7 


delivered the Poor, that cried, and the Father- 
leſs, and him that had none to belp bim. The 
Wr of him, that was ready to periſh, came 
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